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if he did not make so much of Pithecanthropus ereetus and of Java as the 
assured- birthplace of the race, and if he had omitted the assertion that geolo- 
gists believe ' ' the total existence of the human race to have covered a period of 
20,000,000 years or more." Indeed the author thinks our kind has been here 
for "at least 20,000 Christian eras" and he adds that Pleistocene times were 
"several million" years ago. He quotes without dissent a reference to the 
ice invasions as coming from polar ice caps, and he does not seem to know the 
Darwinian meaning of the survival of the fittest. 

The argument of the first chapters is that the evolution of man from his 
prehuman ancestors has taken a stupendous length of time, that the white 
man has far outrun the negro in this eon of development, and that the negro 
must fall out in the race. In his present free state, he is depressed rather 
than elevated by free competition, and increasing segregation brings his in- 
feriority to the surface in bad hygiene and high death rates. The best part 
of the book is based on census showings of the progressive decrease of relative 
populations, as compared with the whites. Thus the author concludes that 
the negro as a serious southern problem will disappear within a hundred years, 
when we shall perhaps protect him from extermination, as we shelter the 
Indian today. 

Education beyond reading, writing, and a little counting, is regarded as 
particularly bad, and many of those who favor education are charged with 
also favoring amalgamation. The argument of the volume should have be§n 
shorn of verbiage and compressed into a review article. A. P. Beigham. 

California Coast Trails. A Horseback Ride from Mexico to Oregon. By 
J. Smeaton Ghase. xvi and 236 pp. Ills., index. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston & New York, 1913. $2. 8%x5%. 
The Pacific is bluff to the lip of the sea, its harbors are widely scattered, 
and always the rocky shore is at the lee. He who would best see the best 
of California must do as did this author, mount a sturdy horse and follow the 
trails across mountain masses and through the valleys. Prom the Mexican 
border to the Klamath River he traversed deserts and forests, followed canyons 
and trails of wild game, and here and there on his pleasant journey he came 
to the cities of men. His record shows him heartily appreciative of the 
scenes, the history of nature and the history of man, which lay along the line 
of his progress. It may well be that few of his readers will yield to the call 
of this wild and adopt this narrative as a guide book for the long ride, yet 
it would serve well for those who have leisure and a good seat in the saddle. 
But for the less adventurous who know San Diego, Los Angeles, any one of 
a score of ancient missions, who know the spots of tourist resort, this agreeable 
volume may fill in the gap of the blue mountains which bound the view and tell 
some tale of what may lie beyond. William Churchill. 

Histoire du Canada. Par Francois-Xavier Garneau. Cinquieme edition, 

revue, annotee et publiee avec une introduction et des appendices par son 

petit-fils Hector Garneau. Preface de M. Gabriel Hanotaux. Tome I: 

lv and 610 pp. Felix Alcan, Paris, 1913. Fr. 10. 9y 2 x 7%. 

This last edition of a well-known work has a portrait of the author. He 

died while preparing for the press the fourth edition of his book. The editor 

of the present edition is his grandson. The work has been greatly improved. 

While the four preceding ones were deficient in quotations of sources, bo 

indispensable to historical investigation, the new edition supplies this want very 

fully. Up to date only the first volume has appeared, covering the period 

between 1492 and 1744. Two chapters treat of the earliest notions about a 

western continent suspected to exist and the voyages of Columbus, finally the 

discoveries of Canada by Cartier and his (temporary) settlement. The 

author very justly eliminates the two supposed discoveries of "Vespucci from 

the list of voyages but remains in error through repeating the accusations 

against the Florentine of a claim to discovery in 1497. That claim was never 

advanced by him, but was a fraudulous attempt with which he was not 

connected. The geographical data are important and identification of sites 
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is plentiful. Interesting details on the Indians abound. The appendix con- 
tains a valuable bibliography of sources and evidence corollary to the main 
topics of the book. Ad. F. Bandeliee. 

Trails, Trappers, and Tender-feet in the New Empire ofWestern 
Canada. By Stanley Washburn, xvi and 350 pp. Map, ills. A. 
Melrose, London. Henry Holt & Co., New York, 1912. $3. 9x6. 

The author opens his book with an apology for adding another volume to 
the "vast list with which the much abused public is already surfeited." One 
of his excuses for writing is acceptable since it expresses his desire to place 
on record the conditions existing in the wilds of Canada that are now being 
penetrated by the ever advancing foot of civilization and soon will be a land 
of all modern conveniences. 

The story of the author's experiences in Western Canada on successive tours 
is related very largely from the standpoint of the experiences encountered by 
uninitiated explorers. Therefore it is instructive for the person who contem- 
plates similar trips. The vivid style fills one with admiration for Western 
Canada. Eugene Van Cleef. 



CENTRAL AMERICA AND WEST INDIES 

Hurricanes of the West Indies. By Oliver L. Fassig. 28 pp. Maps. 
Weather Bureau Bull. 10, U. S. Department of Agric, Washington, 1913. 

$1.50. ny 2 x9y 2 . 

The hurricanes of the West Indies have an increasing interest for American 
meteorologists because of the approaching opening of the Panama Canal and 
the resulting considerable changes in many sailing routes. Hence this is an 
opportune time for a further investigation of these remarkable phenomena, 
especially of their origin, frequency, monthly distribution and tracks. Professor 
Fassig, who was for several years in charge of the Weather Bureau work in 
Porto Eico, and who, during that period, made himself thoroughly acquainted 
with the climatology of that island as well as with the meteorology of the 
surrounding areas, has given us a report on the Hurricanes of the West Indies 
which is timely and valuable. The material upon which he has based his 
studies is chiefly that of the past 35 years, but he has not neglected the 
results of earlier investigations. The matter is presented clearly and con- 
cisely, without too much attention to details, and the charts and diagrams 
are well chosen and distinctly helpful. 

Professor Fassig is of the opinion that the seasonal variations in position 
and intensity of the "centers of action" will furnish the explanation of the 
origin of these violent disturbances. Quoting Eliot's well-known passage in 
the "Handbook of Cyclonk Storms in the Bay of Bengal" (1900) regarding 
the conditions which give rise to cyclonic storms in that region, Professor 
Fassig concludes his discussion as follows : ' ' Similar conditions are doubtless 
produced within the hurricane area of the West Indies by the advance of the 
North Atlantic high into the region of calms, or by the conflict between the 
opposing winds of the North and South Atlantic high areas, resulting in the 
formation of hurricanes, just as the advance and the retreat of the high area 
over the South Indian Ocean gives rise to the southwest monsoon and the squalls 
and cyclones over the Bay of Bengal. ' ' A somewhat fuller discussion of this 
important point would have been welcomed by meteorologists. 

R. DeC. Ward. 

The British 'West Indies. Their History, Resources, and Progress. By 

Algernon E. Aspinall. xii and 435 pp. Map, ills., index. Little, Brown, 

& Co., Boston, 1912. $3. 8% x 6. 

If this volume strikes the Teader as lacking in consistency between its 

several chapters it is to be remembered that Mr. Aspinall is the author of 

the standard guide to the region and has acquired a method of treatment 

which must prove hard to shake off when preparing a new work on the same 



